
July 14, 2003

Mr. James I. Palmer, Jr.
Regional Administrator
U.S. EPA, Region 4
Atlanta Federal Center
61 Forsyth Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia  30303-8960

Dear Mr. Palmer:

As the designee of the Governor of the State of Alabama, I am providing this response to
your letter of February 27, 2003, which requests the state’s recommendations regarding the extent
of non-attainment areas for the eight-hour ozone air quality standard.  The information provided is
based on monitoring data from 2000 to 2002, inclusive.

The underlying principle in developing our recommendations is EPA’s air quality modeling,
which indicates that the decrease in ozone concentrations that is predicted to result from several
national and regional emissions reduction initiatives will be sufficient to bring all areas of Alabama
into attainment of the new 8-hour ozone standard by the year 2007.  Since additional local controls
are unlikely to be required in order for these areas to meet this new National Ambient Air Quality
Standard (NAAQS), it seems unnecessary to designate any counties as non-attainment areas except
those with monitored data exceeding the standard.  Further, ADEM has legal authority to impose
reduction measures as necessary in any county near a nonattainment area, regardless of its
attainment status.  Thus, the only counties we recommend being designated as non-attainment are
those with monitored data exceeding the NAAQS.

Enclosed please find an attachment which provides data from our ozone monitoring network
and our recommendations for the extent of ozone non-attainment areas.  The enclosed appendices
provide detailed information on the   
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factors which EPA suggested be addressed in support of any non-attainment area recommended to
be smaller than a metropolitan statistical area.  The data are also provided in electronic format on the
enclosed CD.

As documented in the attachment, we recommend that the following counties be designated
non-attainment for the 8-hour ozone NAAQS:  Jefferson, Shelby, and Morgan.  In response to
your presumptions regarding the extent of non-attainment areas, we recommend that the following
Alabama counties not be included:  St. Clair, Blount, Tuscaloosa (considered along with the
Birmingham MSA to address the specific concerns expressed by your staff about this county), and
Lawrence.

Should you require additional information, please contact Mr. Ron Gore of the Air Division
at (334) 271-7868.

Sincerely,

James W. Warr
Director

JWW/rdg

cc: Beverly Banister, EPA
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